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SINGAPORE START HERE

Start here
the shape of a Singapore trip, what it costs, what to sort first

Singapore is a whole country the size of a city, and three or four days is the trip. It reads as future-shock at first,

the Marina Bay skyline and the Supertrees, but the real Singapore is in the four cultures stacked into one island:

a Chinatown, a Little India, a Malay-Arab quarter, and a colonial core, each with its own food. This guide is built

around the neighbourhoods and the hawker centres, what to eat, and how the cleverest public transit on earth

carries you between them. All of it offline, in your pocket.

The shape of a trip

Four days does it: Marina Bay and

the gardens, the three ethnic

quarters and their food, a day on

Sentosa or in the zoo. A long

layover can be a real visit; the city

is built for it.

What a day costs

Backpacking runs about 60 USD a

day, mid-range around 150,

captured May 2026. Singapore is

pricey, but hawker food and the

MRT keep the daily spend honest.

Sort before you fly

Most passports enter visa-free for

90 days. There is little to book

ahead beyond a hotel and an

eSIM; an EZ-Link card and a

hawker map sort the rest on

arrival.

H O W  T H E  L I N K S  W O R K

Some booking links earn Pack Lightly a commission, at no extra cost to you. Full disclosure is on the last page.
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SINGAPORE OVERVIEW

Your trip on one page
3 to 4 days · 60 to 400 USD/day · good year-round

If you read nothing else, this page is the trip. Four days, one neighbourhood each: the bay and the gardens, the

three ethnic quarters and their food, a green or family day to finish. Budget from the bars below, not from a

Marina Bay suite. There is little to book ahead here; the city is built to arrive in and figure out, and the food is

cheaper than anyone expects.

F O U R  D A Y S ,  B Y  A R E A

Marina Bay
day 1

Chinatown
day 2

India + Glam
day 3

Sentosa or zoo
day 4

B U D G E T  P E R  D A Y

Backpacker 60 USD

Standard 150 USD

Comfort 400 USD

B O O K  F I R S T

01 International flights, 6 to 8

weeks out

Aviasales

02 A central hotel near an MRT

line

Booking.com

03 eSIM, install before departure Saily

B E S T  M O N T H S

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

best: drier and clearer shoulder: hot and humid monsoon, heaviest rain

MRT MRT MRT

page 4 of 43 pack-lightly.com
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SINGAPORE AT A GLANCE

Singapore at a glance
scores 0-100 · pack-lightly country-comparison data

S C O R E C A R D

Tourist infrastructure 95

Cities 95

Safety 95

Food and drinks 90

Culture 70

Budget friendly 35

Budget travel 60 USD/day

Mid-range 150 USD/day

Luxury 400 USD/day

FOOD CITY CULTURE FAMILY

LAYOVER

source: country-comparison tool, 2026-06

S I X  F R A M E S  O F  T H E  T R I P
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pack lightly

01
The city
What Singapore is, what it costs, and the four cultures stacked onto one

small island that you need to know before you arrive.

I N  T H I S  C H A P T E R

One island, four cultures, four readers 07

0
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SINGAPORE THE CITY

What Singapore is
6M people · one island · a country the size of a city

A city-state of 6 million people on a single tropical island at the tip of the Malay peninsula, and one of the

richest, safest, and most efficient places on earth. Singapore was a fishing village two hundred years ago and a

global financial hub now, and the whole story is written in its make-up: a Chinese majority, large Malay and

Indian communities, and a colonial-English overlay, four cultures that share an island and, crucially, share a

table. The result is a city you can read end to end in four days, where the headline sight is the food.

S I Z E

one island
~735 km2

P O P U L A T I O N

6M
four cultures

C U R R E N C Y

SGD
cards everywhere

C L I M A T E

equatorial
hot, humid, year-round

F O U R  C U L T U R E S ,  F O U R  Q U A R T E R S

The colonial core and the bay
skyline · gardens · the postcard

The Marina Bay skyline, the colonial civic district, and the

green spectacle of Gardens by the Bay. Where the future-
shock Singapore lives.

Chinatown
shophouses · temples · hawker

Restored shophouses, a Buddhist tooth-relic temple, a

Hindu temple, and the Maxwell hawker centre. The
Chinese-majority heart.

Little India
colour · temples · banana leaf

The most sensory quarter: garland stalls, Tamil temples,
the Tekka market, and banana-leaf thali on Race Course

Road.

Kampong Glam
Malay-Arab · mosque · Haji Lane

The Malay-Arab quarter around the gold-domed Sultan
Mosque, with the indie shops and street art of Haji Lane.

W H O  T H I S  G U I D E  I S  W R I T T E N  F O R

First-time city break
4 days, the bay, the quarters,

the hawker food.

Long-layover visitor
18 hours between flights;

the city is built for it.

Food-led traveller
A hawker crawl across four

cuisines in a day.

Family
Sentosa, the zoo, the

gardens; clean, safe, easy.
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pack lightly

02
The neighbourhoods
Singapore is a city of districts, each a few MRT stops apart. Read them as a

tasting menu: a culture, a temple, and a hawker centre in each.

I N  T H I S  C H A P T E R

Marina Bay and the gardens 09

Chinatown 10

Little India 11

Kampong Glam 12

Orchard and the Botanic Gardens 13

Sentosa and Katong 14

The neighbourhoods, mapped 15

0
2
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SINGAPORE THE NEIGHBOURHOODS

Marina Bay and the gardens
the postcard · half a day plus an evening

Marina Bay is the Singapore of the brochures and it earns the hype after

dark. The bay is ringed by the colonial civic district, the three-towered

Marina Bay Sands, and the Gardens by the Bay, where the Supertrees light

up for a free sound-and-light show each evening. The Merlion spouts at

the water's edge, the ArtScience museum sits like a white lotus, and the

whole loop is a flat waterfront walk.

Do the gardens in the cool of late afternoon, the conservatory domes if

the heat drives you indoors, and time the walk so you are at the

Supertrees for the 7:45 show. The Marina Bay Sands observation deck and

infinity pool are the splurge; the free view from the top of a nearby mall or

the Merlion promenade is most of it. This is the evening of the trip; do the

food and culture by day.

The free Garden Rhapsody light

show at the Supertrees runs

nightly, usually 7:45 and 8:45. Arrive

ten minutes early for a spot under

the canopy.

The Sands infinity pool is for hotel

guests only. For the view without
the room, the observation deck

sells a ticket, or a rooftop bar buys

it with a drink.

Gardens by the Bay
The Supertree Grove and the two cooled conservatory
domes; the evening light show is free.

Merlion Park
The lion-fish statue and the classic skyline photo across
the water; busiest at dusk.

The civic district
The National Gallery, the old Parliament, and Raffles Hotel
for a Singapore Sling.

Lau Pa Sat
The Victorian-iron hawker centre in the CBD; satay street
fires up after 7pm.

G O  D E E P E R

The bay in the Marina Bay guide, the gardens in the Gardens by the Bay page, and the lion-fish in the Merlion

Park page.
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SINGAPORE THE NEIGHBOURHOODS

Chinatown
shophouses, temples, the best-value hawker · half a day

Chinatown is the Chinese-majority heart, restored to a postcard of

painted shophouses and, behind them, the working temples and markets

that keep it real. Two temples within a block tell the city in miniature: the

red-and-gold Buddha Tooth Relic Temple and the older Sri Mariamman

Hindu temple, four cultures sharing a street. The Chinatown Complex

above the wet market holds the densest, cheapest hawker centre on the

island, home to the world's first Michelin-starred street stall.

Walk the shophouse lanes of Pagoda and Trengganu streets early, before

the souvenir stalls open, then climb to the Chinatown Complex food

centre for lunch. The CBD towers rise a block away, so the contrast of

incense and glass is constant. Come back after dark for the lantern-lit

lanes and a rooftop bar in a restored shophouse on Ann Siang Hill.

Cover shoulders and remove shoes

at the temples. The Buddha Tooth

Relic Temple lends shawls at the

door; the rooftop garden is a quiet

escape.

The Chinatown Complex food

centre is the value play of the
island: a full plate for 4 to 6 dollars,

the queues mark the best stalls.

Buddha Tooth Relic Temple
Five storeys of red and gold; the rooftop garden and the
museum are the quiet bonus.

Sri Mariamman Temple
The oldest Hindu temple, its tower of carved deities a block
from a Buddhist one.

Chinatown Complex
The cheapest, deepest hawker centre; a Michelin street
stall and a thousand others.

Ann Siang and Club Street
Restored shophouses turned bars and cafes; the after-dark
side of the quarter.

R E A D  O N The quarter in the Chinatown guide, the food centres in the food and drinks rundown,

and the wider district in the best places page.
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SINGAPORE THE NEIGHBOURHOODS

Little India
the most sensory quarter · half a day, best on a Sunday

Little India is the loudest, brightest, most fragrant quarter, and the one

that feels least like a museum of itself. Garland-makers thread jasmine

on the five-foot ways, Tamil pop spills from the shops, and the Sri

Veerama-kaliamman temple draws a steady stream of worshippers. The

candy-coloured Tan Teng Niah house is the photo, but the heart is the

Tekka Centre, a wet market and hawker centre where the banana-leaf

thali and biryani are the real reason to come.

Walk Serangoon Road and the lanes off it, eat a thali with your hand at

lunch, and browse the 24-hour Mustafa Centre, a chaotic department

store that never closes. Sunday evening is the quarter at full volume,

when the migrant-worker community gathers and the streets are packed.

It is a short walk or one MRT stop from Kampong Glam, so the two pair

into a single day.

Eat the banana-leaf thali with your

right hand at the Tekka Centre;

staff will show you, and it tastes

better than the fork version.

Mustafa Centre is open 24 hours

and sells everything; it is the best

late-night stop for snacks, SIM top-
ups and last-minute gifts.

Tekka Centre
The wet market and hawker hall; banana-leaf thali, biryani,
and fresh garlands upstairs.

Sri Veeramakaliamman
The towering Tamil temple to the goddess Kali; cover up
and remove shoes to enter.

Tan Teng Niah house
The candy-coloured former villa; the most photographed
facade in the quarter.

Mustafa Centre
The 24-hour maze of a department store; chaotic, cheap,
and oddly addictive.

M O R E  O N  T H E  S I T E  The quarter and the walk in the Little India guide and the Little India walk.
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SINGAPORE THE NEIGHBOURHOODS

Kampong Glam
the Malay-Arab quarter · half a day, best late afternoon

Kampong Glam is the old Malay-Arab quarter and the most fashionable of

the three, anchored by the gold-domed Sultan Mosque. Around it, Arab

Street sells textiles and Persian rugs, Bussorah Street frames the

mosque with palm trees and cafes, and Haji Lane, a single narrow alley,

packs in independent boutiques, street art, and the best small bars on

the island. It is the quarter where heritage and hipster sit on the same

lane without friction.

Photograph the mosque down Bussorah Street in the late-afternoon light,

browse Haji Lane as it wakes up for the evening, and eat Malay food, nasi

padang or a murtabak, at a Kampong Glam institution. The Malay

Heritage Centre fills in the history. The quarter is small and walkable,

pairs with Little India next door, and turns into a buzzing bar street after

dark.

Non-Muslim visitors are welcome

inside the Sultan Mosque outside

prayer times; robes are lent at the

door, and the dome interior is

worth the stop.

Haji Lane is quiet by day and best

from late afternoon, when the
boutiques and the tiny bars open

and the lane fills.

Sultan Mosque
The gold-domed landmark; framed best down palm-lined
Bussorah Street at dusk.

Haji Lane
The narrow alley of indie shops, street art and small bars;
the island's coolest block.

Arab Street
Textiles, rugs, and shisha cafes; the trading heart of the old
Malay-Arab quarter.

Malay Heritage Centre
The former sultan's palace, now the museum of
Singapore's Malay history.

T H E  F U L L
P I C T U R E

The quarter in the Kampong Glam guide and the indie alley in the Haji Lane page.
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SINGAPORE THE NEIGHBOURHOODS

Orchard and the Botanic Gardens
malls and green · a relaxed half-day

Orchard Road is the shopping spine, two air-conditioned kilometres of

malls that locals treat as the national pastime and most travellers can

skip unless the heat needs escaping. The reason to come up here is at the

top of the road: the Singapore Botanic Gardens, the city's only UNESCO

site, a free and gorgeous tropical park with the National Orchid Garden at

its heart. It is the green lung of the island and the antidote to the malls

below.

Walk the Botanic Gardens early before the heat, pay the small fee for the

orchid garden, and watch the city escape the sun under the rain trees.

Orchard itself is worth an hour for the people-watching and a cold drink,

and the side streets like Emerald Hill hide restored Peranakan terraces. It

is a calm, leafy counterpoint to the dense quarters downtown.

The Botanic Gardens are free and

open from dawn; the orchid garden

charges a small fee. Go early, before

the equatorial sun climbs.

Orchard's malls are the city's

coolest refuge at midday. Duck in

for a food court lunch and the air-
conditioning when the heat peaks.

Botanic Gardens
The UNESCO tropical park; rain trees,
swan lake, and the orchid garden
inside.

Orchard Road
The mall mile; an hour of people-
watching and the best air-
conditioning in town.

Emerald Hill
Restored Peranakan terraces just off
Orchard; a quiet, pretty detour and a
bar street.

K E E P  R E A D I N G  The shopping spine in the Orchard Road guide and the UNESCO park in the Botanic Gardens

page.
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SINGAPORE THE NEIGHBOURHOODS

Sentosa and Katong
the play island and the Peranakan east · a day each

Sentosa is the resort island a cable car or a short monorail from

downtown: Universal Studios, the S.E.A. Aquarium, beaches, and a luge,

the family and theme-park day. It is engineered fun rather than the real

Singapore, but it delivers exactly what it promises, and a half-day covers

the highlight you choose. Skip it entirely if you have no kids and no

interest in coasters; the rest of the island is more rewarding.

The opposite of Sentosa is Katong and Joo Chiat in the east, the

Peranakan heartland of pastel shophouses and the city's best laksa. This

is the Singapore that survived, a low-rise neighbourhood of terraces in

mint and rose, intricate tilework, and family kopitiams. It is a short bus or

taxi from downtown and almost free of tourists; come for the

architecture and a bowl of Katong laksa, and stay for the slow afternoon.

The cheapest way onto Sentosa is

the boardwalk on foot or the

monorail from VivoCity; the cable

car is the scenic splurge, not the

only way.

Katong laksa is eaten with a spoon

only, the noodles cut short; the
rival original shops sit a block

apart, so try both.

Universal Studios
The headline Sentosa draw; book ahead and go at opening
to beat the queues.

S.E.A. Aquarium
One of the largest aquariums in the world; the rainy-day or
with-kids backup.

Joo Chiat shophouses
The pastel Peranakan terraces; the prettiest street
architecture in the city.

Katong laksa
The east's signature bowl, eaten with a spoon; rival
originals a block apart.

M O R E  O N  T H E
S I T E

The play island in the Sentosa guide, the theme park in the Universal Studios page, and

the Peranakan east in the Katong breakdown.
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SINGAPORE THE NEIGHBOURHOODS

The neighbourhoods, mapped to what you want
one island, seven quarters · read down the column you care about

Singapore is small enough to see in four days, so the question is which quarters get your time, not which region.

The matrix below sorts the neighbourhoods by what each is strongest for. Every one of them is a few MRT stops

from the next, so you can chain two or three in a day; pick the column that matters and read down.

QUARTER FOR FOOD CULTURE PHOTOS CALM

Marina Bay the bay

Chinatown temples

Little India colour

Kampong Glam cool

Orchard / Botanic green

Sentosa family

Katong / Joo Chiat heritage

filled dots = stronger fit (3 = built for it)

assessment: pack-lightly Singapore cluster, 2026-06

Every quarter sits on the MRT, so pair two a day: Marina

Bay with the CBD hawker centres, Little India with

Kampong Glam next door.

Do the outdoor quarters in the cooler morning and late

afternoon; retreat to a mall or a museum in the midday

heat.

O N  T H E  W E B S I T E  The ranked districts in the best places rundown and the green spaces in the off the beaten

path page.

page 15 of 43 pack-lightly.com
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pack lightly

03
What to do
The hawker centres that are the real headline sight, the four-culture food

walk, the green spaces, and where to sleep and which tours are worth

paying for.

I N  T H I S  C H A P T E R

The hawker decoder 17

Food, the calibration dishes 18

Green Singapore 19

Stay and tours worth paying for 20
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SINGAPORE WHAT TO DO

The hawker decoder
the real headline sight · how to eat the island for ten dollars

The hawker centre is Singapore's genius: open-air food courts where

licensed stalls sell one dish each, perfected over decades, for a few

dollars. It is street food made safe, cheap, and democratic, the one place

where a banker and a bus driver eat the same plate at the same plastic

table. UNESCO put the whole culture on its heritage list, and it is the

single best reason to come. A full meal across the four cuisines costs less

than a coffee at the Marina Bay Sands.

The system has rules. You "chope" a table by leaving a packet of tissues

on it, then queue at the stalls separately. The longest queue is the best

stall; trust it. Pay cash at most, clear your own tray now that it is the law,

and order the stall's one famous dish, not the photo menu. Start with the

giants: Maxwell, Lau Pa Sat, Old Airport Road, and the Chinatown Complex

on page 10.

A packet of tissues on a table

means it is taken. To "chope" your

own seat, do the same before you

queue; it is the local code.

Clear your own tray to the return

racks; it is now the law, with fines

for leaving it, and a courtesy locals
take seriously.

Maxwell Food Centre
Chinatown's classic; the Tian Tian chicken-rice queue is
the island's most famous.

Lau Pa Sat
The Victorian-iron hall in the CBD; satay street grills up on
the road after dark.

Old Airport Road
The locals' favourite, east of downtown; the deepest old-
school stall line-up.

Tekka Centre
Little India's hall; the place for biryani and banana-leaf
thali by hand.

G O  D E E P E R

The dish-by-dish guide in the food and drinks rundown, and the CBD hawker hall in the Lau Pa Sat page.
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SINGAPORE WHAT TO DO

Food: the four calibration dishes
four cuisines, one island · 3 to 12 USD a plate

Singapore's food is the sum of its cultures, and the national dishes borrow from all four kitchens. There is no

single cuisine, which is the point: you eat Chinese, Malay, Indian and Peranakan in a single day, often at a single

hawker centre. Order these four early. They are the bar for the rest, and the argument over where to find the best

version of each is the closest thing the country has to a national sport.

Hainanese chicken rice the national dish

USD 3-5 · everywhere

Poached chicken, rice cooked in the stock, chilli and ginger

on the side. Simple, perfect, and the closest thing to a

national dish. The Maxwell and Tian Tian queues are the

famous ones; a dozen others are just as good.

Chilli crab the splurge dish

USD 30+ · seafood restaurants

Mud crab in a sweet-savoury tomato-chilli gravy, mopped up

with fried mantou buns. The one big-spend dish worth it,

shared between two or more. Messy, and that is the fun; ask

for a bib and extra buns.

Laksa Peranakan

USD 4-7 · Katong best

Rice noodles in a coconut-and-chilli broth, the Peranakan

signature. The Katong version cuts the noodles short and is

eaten with a spoon. Rich, spicy, and the dish that defines the

city's east.

Satay Malay

USD 0.60 a stick · nightly

Charcoal-grilled skewers with peanut sauce, ketupat rice

cakes and raw onion. Order by the dozen at Lau Pa Sat's satay

street after dark, when the road closes and the grills smoke.

The Malay contribution to the table.

Kaya toast with soft eggs and kopi is the local breakfast; a

kopitiam set runs under three dollars and beats any hotel

buffet.

Order coffee the local way: "kopi" is with condensed milk,

"kopi o" is black, "kopi c" is with evaporated milk. Learn the

three and you are set.

O N  T H E
W E B S I T E

The full dish-by-dish list with prices in the food and drinks rundown, and the Peranakan

east in the Katong page.
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SINGAPORE WHAT TO DO

Green Singapore
the garden city · more nature than the skyline suggests

For a city this dense, Singapore is astonishingly green, by design: it calls

itself a city in a garden and means it. Beyond the Botanic Gardens and

the Supertrees, the island hides a genuine rainforest reserve at Bukit

Timah, a treetop walk at MacRitchie where long-tailed macaques cross

the canopy bridge, and the world-class Singapore Zoo with its famous

open enclosures and the after-dark Night Safari.

The zoo and its sister parks, the Night Safari, River Wonders and Bird

Paradise, are the family headline and genuinely excellent, an easy half-

day in the north of the island. For a free alternative, the Southern Ridges

trail links hilltop parks on a high walkway with skyline views, and the

rooftop of Marina Barrage is the locals' kite-flying spot. Green Singapore

is the surprise of the trip.

The Night Safari is a separate tram-

and-trail park; book a timed slot

and go on a dry evening for the best

animal activity.

MacRitchie's treetop walk is free;

start early to beat the heat and the

macaques, and keep food zipped
away from them.

Singapore Zoo and Night Safari
Open enclosures by day, a tram
through the dark by night; the family
highlight.

MacRitchie treetop walk
A free canopy bridge over the
reservoir forest; macaques, monitor
lizards, quiet.

Southern Ridges
A high walkway linking hilltop parks
with skyline views; free and rarely
busy.

K E E P  R E A D I N G  The zoo and its parks in the Singapore Zoo guide, the night park in the Night Safari page, and

the green escapes in the off the beaten path rundown.
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SINGAPORE WHAT TO DO

Where to stay and what to book
prices per night, double room · pick a quarter near the MRT

Singapore is small and the MRT is fast, so any central quarter works; pick by the vibe you want to wake up in.

Chinatown and Kampong Glam put food and character on your doorstep at fairer rates than Marina Bay, where

you pay for the skyline. Rooms are pricey and small by regional standards, and dorms are the way to keep a

backpacker budget honest.

Chinatown
hostel 28 USD mid 95 USD comfort 200 USD

The best-value central base: shophouse boutique hotels, the deepest hawker hall, and the CBD and Marina Bay

a short walk away. Check what a room costs around Chinatown before you commit; the dorm crowd books

through Hostelworld.

Kampong Glam
hostel 26 USD mid 90 USD comfort 180 USD

The coolest base, around Haji Lane and the Sultan Mosque, with the best small bars and an easy walk to Little

India. Backpackers cluster on Hostelworld; for a room with walls, see what the quarter is charging tonight.

Hotels and hostels across every quarter, with free cancellation while your

plans are still moving.
Find Stays on Booking.com

T O U R S  W O R T H  P A Y I N G  F O R

Singapore light to night city
bike tour

from 60 USD

5.0 (196 reviews)

3 hours

Nostalgic bike and bite,
hawker food ride

from 52 USD

5.0 (32 reviews)

4 hours

Sentosa cable car sky pass
e-ticket

from 21 USD

4.9 (17 reviews)

1 hour

Live Viator tours, prices captured June 2026, ratings from verified bookings. Tap a card to book.
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pack lightly

04
Plan your days
Eight ways to spend your time, the four-day route through the quarters,

and the easy day trips and onward hops across the causeway and the

strait.

I N  T H I S  C H A P T E R

Pick your trip, 8 ways 22

Four days, hour by hour 23

Day trips and onward hops 24
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SINGAPORE PLAN YOUR DAYS

Pick your trip
how long you have, who you are with · eight ways to spend it

Singapore flexes from an eighteen-hour layover to a relaxed long weekend. Find your row below; the four-day

route on the next page covers the classic version in full, and the city is small enough that you can swap a day in

or out without breaking it.

LAYOVER · 18H

The long-layover loop
USD 60 · bags at the airport

MRT in from Changi

Gardens + Marina Bay

Hawker dinner, back to fly

SOLO · 3D · BUDGET

The quarters on foot
USD 320 · hostel + hawker

Marina Bay + CBD

Chinatown + Tiong Bahru

India + Glam, hawker crawl

COUPLE · 4D · MID

The full four days
USD 1,500 for 2 · boutique hotel

Bay, quarters, Katong

One rooftop bar splurge

Botanic gardens morning

COUPLE · 3D · COMFORT

Skyline and fine dining
USD 2,800 for 2 · Marina Bay

Bayfront hotel, infinity pool

Chilli crab + a chef's table

The quarters by day

FAMILY · 4D · MID

Zoo, gardens, Sentosa
USD 3,200 · family of 4

Zoo + Night Safari

Sentosa + Universal

Gardens + a hawker night

FOODIE · 3D · ANY

The hawker pilgrimage
USD 600 · eat the island

Maxwell + Chinatown Complex

Old Airport Road + Tekka

Katong laksa + chilli crab

WEEKEND · 3D · MID

The classic long weekend
USD 1,100 for 2 · central

Bay + gardens night one

The three quarters day two

Green day or Sentosa

COMBINE · +3D

Add Malaysia or Bintan
USD 250+ · onward hop

Train to KL or Melaka

Or a ferry to Bintan beach

Singapore as the gateway

W O R T H  A  R E A D

The ranked districts in the best places rundown, and the green and offbeat picks in the off the beaten path

page.
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SINGAPORE PLAN YOUR DAYS

Four days, by area
one neighbourhood a day · cool mornings, hawker nights

The classic route, one quarter a day, built around the heat: outdoor sights in the cool of morning and late

afternoon, indoor and food in the midday peak. Everything below is a few MRT stops apart, so the order flexes to

your hotel.

1 Marina Bay and the
gardens
afternoon + evening

The civic district and the Merlion by day, the gardens in the cool of late

afternoon, the free Supertree light show at 7:45, dinner at Lau Pa Sat satay

street.

2 Chinatown and the
CBD
morning start

The shophouse lanes and two temples early, lunch at the Chinatown

Complex or Maxwell, Tiong Bahru's cafes in the afternoon, a shophouse

rooftop bar at dusk.

3 Little India and
Kampong Glam
two quarters, one day

Little India and a banana-leaf thali at Tekka by day, the Sultan Mosque down

Bussorah Street at golden hour, Haji Lane bars in the evening.

4 Green or Sentosa
your pick

Botanic Gardens and the zoo for a green day, or Sentosa and Universal with

kids. Finish in Katong for laksa and the Peranakan shophouses.

The equatorial sun is fierce by 11am. Front-load outdoor

sights, carry water, and use the malls and museums as

midday refuges.

Tap in and out with an EZ-Link or a contactless card on

every MRT and bus; no ticket machines, no thinking, no

cash.
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SINGAPORE PLAN YOUR DAYS

Day trips and onward hops
the gateway city · where the island connects, and how

Singapore is the cleanest, easiest gateway to the region, and many travellers use it as the hinge of a longer trip.

The borders are a short hop in three directions, and a day or a few extra days opens up a very different pace just

across the water.

N O R T H ,  T O  M A L A Y S I A

Johor Bahru and beyond
Cross the causeway for cheaper food

and shopping in JB, or take the train
on to Melaka and Kuala Lumpur for a
few days of the mainland.

S O U T H ,  T O  I N D O N E S I A

Bintan and Batam
A fast ferry to the Riau islands

swaps the city for beach resorts and
a slower, cheaper pace; an easy two-
night add-on.

I N  T H E  S T R A I T

Pulau Ubin
A short bumboat to a car-free island

of old kampong life and rented
bicycles; the wildest corner of
Singapore itself.

The causeway to Johor jams badly at weekends and

holidays. Cross early or late, and carry your passport; it is a
real border.

Pulau Ubin bumboats leave when twelve passengers

gather, not on a timetable; go in the morning and rent a
bike on arrival.

O N  T H E  W E B S I T E  The island escapes in the islands rundown, and the offbeat corners in the off the beaten

path page.
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pack lightly

05
When to go
One hot season, all year, with a wetter monsoon and a calendar of festivals

from four cultures. Plus what a day really costs, printed as a receipt.

I N  T H I S  C H A P T E R

Weather, crowds, price 26

What a day really costs 27

Festivals worth timing a trip around 28

0
5

https://pack-lightly.com


SINGAPORE WHEN TO GO

Weather, crowds, price
12-month calendar · one hot season, all year

Singapore sits one degree off the equator, so the climate barely changes: hot, humid, and prone to a short

afternoon downpour every day of the year. There is no bad time and no perfect one. February to April is

marginally drier and clearer; the northeast monsoon from November to January brings the heaviest rain, though

rarely all day. Crowds and prices track events and school holidays more than weather, with peaks at Chinese

New Year, the September F1 night race, and year-end.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Weather driest Feb-Apr

Crowds peak CNY + F1

Price spikes on
events

high medium low darker means drier weather, more people, higher prices

climate: 10-year averages, captured 2026-05-17 · crowd and price: pack-lightly estimate

W H A T  T H I N G S  C O S T :  T O U R I S T  H A B I T  V S  L O C A L  H A B I T  SAMPLE DATA

A plate of chicken rice
18 USD restaurant

4 USD hawker

A local coffee
6 USD cafe

1.20 USD kopitiam

Airport to the city
22 USD taxi

1.50 USD MRT

A beer
13 USD rooftop bar

5 USD hawker tiger
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SINGAPORE WHEN TO GO

What a day really costs
bed to nightcap, three ways · itemised, with a capture date

The headline numbers, made concrete. Three days in Singapore, priced line by line. The city has a reputation as

expensive, and the rooms and the bars earn it, but the two great equalisers, hawker food and the MRT, keep a

backpacker day far lower than the skyline suggests. Captured May 2026; the budget calculator keeps the live

version.

A  D A Y  I N  S I N G A P O R E

* backpacker *

hostel dorm 26.00

kaya toast breakfast 3.00

hawker lunch 4.00

hawker dinner 5.00

MRT all day 4.00

one attraction 12.00

two hawker beers 6.00

TOTAL / DAY ~60 USD

budget-calculator estimate ·
2026-05-17

A  D A Y  I N  S I N G A P O R E

* standard *

3-star double, half 48.00

cafe breakfast 10.00

restaurant lunch 16.00

dinner with drinks 35.00

MRT + one taxi 14.00

attractions and a coffee 27.00

TOTAL / DAY ~150 USD

budget-calculator estimate ·

2026-05-17

A  D A Y  I N  S I N G A P O R E

* comfort *

4-star or bayfront, half 200.00

hotel breakfast incl.

restaurant lunch 30.00

chilli crab dinner, split 60.00

taxis + attractions 50.00

rooftop cocktails

x2

incl.

above

a nightcap 15.00

TOTAL / DAY ~400 USD

budget-calculator estimate ·

2026-05-17
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SINGAPORE WHEN TO GO

Festivals worth timing a trip around
four cultures, one calendar · a festival nearly every month

With four cultures sharing one island, Singapore runs a near-constant

festival calendar, and landing on one adds a layer to the trip. Chinese New

Year in January or February lights up Chinatown and empties some shops

for a week. Deepavali turns Little India into a river of lights in October or

November, and Hari Raya marks the end of Ramadan in Kampong Glam.

The dates shift with the lunar and Islamic calendars, so check before you

book.

The one fixed, unmissable event is the Formula 1 night race in September,

when the streets around Marina Bay close for a Grand Prix run after dark,

with concerts across the weekend. Hotels sell out and prices spike, so

decide whether you want to be in it or well clear. Outside these, a quieter

neighbourhood festival is easy to stumble into and just as memorable.

F1 weekend in September spikes

hotel prices and books out the

centre. Decide early whether to join

the party or skip the city that week.

Festival dates move with the lunar

and Islamic calendars. Confirm

Chinese New Year, Deepavali and
Hari Raya before you lock dates.

J A N  O R  F E B

Chinese New Year
Chinatown at full light and noise;
lion dances and a river parade, some
shops shut for the week.

S E P T E M B E R

F1 night race
A Grand Prix through the streets
after dark, with weekend concerts;
the city's biggest event.

O C T  O R  N O V

Deepavali
Little India strung with lights for the
festival of lights; the quarter at its
most dazzling.

S E E  A L S O  The month-by-month breakdown in the best travel time page, and the cultural context in the

culture rundown.
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06
Practical
The few things to book before you fly, how money and the world-class

transit work, and the short list that keeps a Singapore trip simple.

I N  T H I S  C H A P T E R

Book in this order 30

Money and transport 31

Bed, bag, signal 32

Health basics 33
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SINGAPORE PRACTICAL

Book in this order
three things before you fly · the rest is effortless on arrival

Singapore is the lowest-friction country in this series. The transit, the language, and the safety mean almost

nothing needs arranging ahead. Three things reward a little forethought, and they have a natural order. Most

passports enter visa-free for up to 90 days, so the visa step is a quick check.

8 wk
before

International flights
Changi is one of the best-connected airports in the world, so fares are

competitive; six to eight weeks out is the sweet spot. Singapore makes a

natural open-jaw stop on a wider Southeast Asia trip.

Compare fares
on Aviasales

4 wk
before

A central hotel
Rooms are pricey and small, so book a central quarter near an MRT line

early, especially around Chinese New Year, the F1 weekend and year-end.

Then confirm your visa-free entry rule; for most nationalities it is
automatic.

Find Stays on
Booking.com

1 wk
before

eSIM and timed tickets
Install an eSIM before departure for instant data on landing. If you want

Universal Studios or a specific attraction on a fixed day, book the timed

ticket; everything else is walk-up.

Set up a Saily
eSIM

Passport rule: valid six months beyond arrival, with a

blank page. Fill in the SG Arrival Card online in the three

days before you land.

No need for an EZ-Link card in advance; tap in with any

contactless bank card or phone on every MRT and bus

from the first ride.
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SINGAPORE PRACTICAL

Money and transport
tap and go · the cleanest transit on earth does the work

Singapore is effectively cashless. Cards and phones work everywhere from hawker stalls to taxis, and the same

contactless card taps you onto every train and bus, so most travellers barely touch the local dollar. Keep a little

cash for the oldest hawker stalls and wet markets, and that is all. The MRT is fast, spotless, air-conditioned, and

reaches almost everywhere a visitor wants to go.

ITEM BACKPACKER MID COMFORT

Hostel dorm / hotel double USD 26 USD 95 USD 220

Hawker meal / restaurant USD 4 USD 16 USD 45

Beer (hawker / bar) USD 5 USD 9 USD 15

MRT ride USD 1 USD 1.50 USD 2

Grab across town USD 8 USD 12 USD 18

verified 2026-05-14 · pack-lightly Singapore estimate · per-category numbers in the budget guide

T R A N S P O R T :  W H A T  B E A T S  W H A T

The MRT for almost everything: tap a contactless card or phone at the gate, no ticket, no thought. Buses

cover the gaps and give you the street-level view. For door-to-door, Grab is the ride-hail app of choice and

metered taxis are honest and plentiful, both cheaper than a Western city. The whole island is under an

hour end to end, so you never need to plan transport around your day; pick a hotel near any MRT line and

the city opens up. Walking the quarters is the pleasure, in the cool hours; the covered five-foot ways and

underground malls keep you out of the sun and the rain.

One contactless card or phone covers the whole family on

the MRT; tap each person in and out and the fare is

deducted automatically.

Last MRT trains run around midnight. After that, Grab and

taxis are easy and safe, with a small late-night surcharge.

T H E  F U L L  P I C T U R E

Card and payment notes in the currency rundown, and the transit map in the getting-around breakdown.
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SINGAPORE PRACTICAL

Bed, bag, signal
hotels · packing · eSIM, the three solved problems

B E D

For most stays, Booking.com has the depth and free-cancellation policy; book a central quarter near an

MRT line. For dorms and the design-led pod hostels Singapore does well, Hostelworld has the deeper

review pool. Rooms are small and pricey for the region; pay for location near a station over floor space.

B A G :  T H E  T R O P I C A L - C I T Y  C A R R Y - O N  L I S T

Signal. Buy the eSIM before you fly and activate on landing, or use the free Changi

and city wifi. Coverage is flawless. A 3 to 5 GB plan covers a long-weekend trip; for

a longer stay, a local Singtel or StarHub tourist SIM from the airport is cheap.

Set up a Saily eSIM

Light, breathable clothing; it is hot and humid every

day

A light layer for the fierce indoor air-conditioning

Modest cover for the temples and the mosque

A compact umbrella for the daily downpour

SPF 50 and a refillable water bottle

Comfortable walking shoes you can slip off at

temples

Type G plug adapter; Singapore uses the UK three-

pin

A contactless bank card or phone for the MRT

A little cash for the oldest hawker stalls

A packet of tissues, to chope a hawker table

G O  D E E P E R The tropical packing list in the packing list, and data plans compared in the eSIM write-

up.
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SINGAPORE PRACTICAL

Health basics
one of the healthiest destinations on earth · the list is short

Singapore has world-class healthcare, safe tap water, and hygiene standards among the highest anywhere; it is

one of the easiest health destinations in the world. No special vaccinations are needed for a normal visit. The

list below is the whole of it, plus the two tropical-city things worth a moment of care: the mosquito and the heat.

T H E  S H O R T  L I S T

I F  S O M E T H I N G  G O E S  W R O N G

Care is among the best in the world and English is universal, so there is no language barrier with

doctors. Public polyclinics and private clinics handle minor issues quickly; the major hospitals like

Singapore General are world-class for anything serious. Dial 995 for an ambulance, 999 for police. Note

the strict drug laws, covered on the next page; carry a doctor's note for any prescription medication.

Dengue is the one local health risk. Use repellent near
parks and the gardens, especially in the late afternoon.

Some common medicines are controlled here. Carry a
doctor's note for anything prescription, and check the

rules before you fly.

Routine: confirm your standard vaccines are current; nothing Singapore-specific is required.

Water and food: tap water is safe to drink, and hawker food is strictly regulated and clean. Eat freely.

Insurance: care is excellent but private and expensive without cover. A standard travel policy is enough.

Dengue: the one real risk, carried by daytime mosquitoes. Use repellent, especially near the green spaces.

Heat: the humidity is relentless. Hydrate, take the air-conditioned breaks the city is built for, and slow down at

midday.

Pharmacies: Guardian and Watsons are everywhere and well-stocked; many medicines are available over the

counter.

R E A D  O N  The safety and law detail in the safety breakdown, and the cultural context in the culture rundown.
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07
Safe and smart
One of the safest cities on earth, where the thing to watch is not crime but

the law. Plus the manners that matter and the handful of words that work

across four languages.

I N  T H I S  C H A P T E R

The fine city: the laws that catch tourists 36

Etiquette: the short list 37

Emergency numbers and eight phrases 38
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SINGAPORE SAFE AND SMART

The fine city: the laws that catch tourists
crime is near zero · the law is the thing to know

Singapore is one of the safest cities on earth: violent crime is vanishingly rare, you can walk anywhere at any

hour, and a forgotten phone on a hawker table is usually still there when you return. The flip side of that order is

a strict legal code, enforced with fines that have earned the city its half-joking nickname. None of it should

worry a normal visitor, but four laws genuinely catch tourists off guard.

LAW 01

Drugs carry the death penalty
Singapore has some of the harshest drug laws in the

world, including the death penalty for trafficking. This is

not a place to take any risk at all, and the law can apply to

substances consumed before you arrived.

What to do: have nothing to do with drugs here, full

stop. Carry a doctor's note for any prescription
medication you bring in.

LAW 02

No vaping, anywhere
E-cigarettes and vapes are banned outright: it is illegal to

use, buy, or even bring them into the country, and

travellers are fined at the airport.

What to do: leave the vape at home. Smoking

ordinary cigarettes is allowed but only in designated

areas, with fines elsewhere.

LAW 03

Littering, eating on the MRT, jaywalking
The small fines are real: dropping litter, eating or drinking
on the MRT, jaywalking across a road, and not clearing

your hawker tray can all cost you a few hundred dollars.

What to do: bin your rubbish, finish food before you

board a train, cross at the lights, and clear your tray. It

quickly becomes second nature.

LAW 04

The chewing-gum rule
The famous one: selling chewing gum is banned, and
importing a commercial quantity is an offence, though a

few sticks for personal use will not land you in trouble.

What to do: do not pack gum to sell or share around.

A personal packet is fine; just do not stick it under a

seat.

M O R E  O N  T H E  S I T E

The full safety and law picture in the safety breakdown, and the cultural context in the culture rundown.
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SINGAPORE SAFE AND SMART

Etiquette: the short list
first four are load-bearing · last four keep you welcome

Eight things that matter in a city of four cultures and firm public manners. The first four keep you on the right

side of the law and local feeling; the last four are courtesies that make you a good guest. Singapore is relaxed

with visitors, but its public order runs deep.

D O

Clear your hawker tray
Return it to the racks; it is the law and the local courtesy, with

fines for leaving it.

D O  N O T

Eat or drink on the MRT
Not even water. The fine is real, and the spotless trains are the

result.

D O

Dress modestly at temples and the mosque
Cover shoulders and knees, remove shoes; robes are lent at

the door of the Sultan Mosque.

D O  N O T

Jaywalk or litter
Cross at the lights and bin your rubbish; both carry on-the-

spot fines for tourists too.

D O

Queue, and stand left on escalators
Orderly lines are the norm; keep left to let people pass on the

right.

D O  N O T

Tip out of habit
A service charge is usually added; tipping is not expected and

never at a hawker stall.

D O

Learn the kopi code
Order coffee the local way and you will be met with a smile;

the three terms are on page 18.

D O  N O T

Assume Western norms on the LGBTQ front
Same-sex relations were decriminalised in 2022, the scene is

open and safe, but marriage is not recognised; keep it low-key
in conservative quarters.

Singapore repealed its colonial-era ban on gay sex in

2022. The city is welcoming and safe, with a scene around

Tanjong Pagar, though marriage equality has not followed.

English is the working language and everyone speaks it,

but a word of Mandarin, Malay or Tamil to a stall holder is

always warmly received.

K E E P  R E A D I N G The four cultures and the full etiquette context in the culture write-up, and the law detail

in the safety page.
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SINGAPORE SAFE AND SMART

Emergency numbers and eight phrases
save the numbers now · a little Singlish goes a long way

POLICE

999
English

AMBULANCE / FIRE

995
English

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE

1800 255 0000
hotline

TOURIST LINE (STB)

1800 736 2000
visitor help

US EMBASSY

+65 6476 9100
citizen services

SGH HOSPITAL

+65 6222 3322
Singapore General

E I G H T  W O R D S  A N D  P H R A S E S  T H A T  U N L O C K  T H E  I S L A N D

ENGLISH LOCAL (SINGLISH / HAWKER) NOTES

Coffee with milk kopi condensed milk, sweet

Black coffee kopi o "o" means no milk

Reserve a table chope leave a tissue packet

Take away da bao at any hawker stall

Very good / shiok shiok say it about the food

Can / okay can lah the all-purpose yes

Thank you (Malay) terima kasih warmly received

Help! tolong! Malay, understood widely

English is universal, so you will never be stuck, but

ordering "kopi" and saying "shiok" at a hawker stall earns

an instant grin.

These same words print as a wallet card on page 41; cut it

out and keep it with your travel card.
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08
Tools and reference
The live tools this guide was built from, the cut-out cards for your wallet,

and the sources behind every number.

I N  T H I S  C H A P T E R

Take the live tools with you 39

Print cards: cut, fold, take 40

Sources and methodology 41

A note on the links 43
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SINGAPORE TOOLS AND REFERENCE

Take the live tools with you
scan to open · data updates after this PDF was printed

This guide is a snapshot; the tools behind it keep updating. Scan a code or type the short URL. Each one is

preloaded with the same Singapore data this guide was built from.

Trip Budget Calculator
Singapore: 60 USD/day backpacker, 400 USD/day comfort.

pack-lightly.com/
tool/budget-calculator/

Country Map
Singapore spots mapped, quarter by quarter.

pack-lightly.com/
tool/country-map/

Best Time to Travel
Driest Feb-Apr. Month-by-month weather for 140+ countries.

pack-lightly.com/
tool/best-travel-time-worldmap/

Visa Checker
Singapore: visa-free up to 90 days for most. Check yours.

pack-lightly.com/
tool/visa-checker/
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Print cards: cut, fold, take
print at 100% scale · credit-card size, 85 x 54 mm

Print this page on A4 or US Letter at 100 percent (no fit-to-page), cut along the dashed lines, and the two cards

live in your wallet for the trip. The form fields are interactive in Acrobat and iOS Preview if you would rather type

than write.

Left card front, right card back: print double-sided on the short edge and they fold into one.

Lost the guide, kept the card? The QR opens the live Singapore hub with every page

this guide links to, plus updates published after this edition went to print.

pack-lightly.com/singapore/

Photograph both cards before you cut. A phone copy of the
emergency card still works when the wallet is back at the

hotel.

The hawker card is the one to keep handy; order "kopi" and
"da bao" with confidence from the first stall.

H A W K E R  ·  E S S E N T I A L S

Coffee, sweet milk kopi

Black coffee kopi o

Reserve a table chope (tissue)

Take away da bao

Delicious shiok

Okay / can can lah

Thank you terima kasih

Help! tolong!

pack-lightly.com

E M E R G E N C Y  ·  S I N G A P O R E

Police 999

Ambulance / Fire 995

Tourist line (STB) 1800 736 2000

US Embassy +65 6476 9100

Singapore General +65 6222 3322

My hotel:

Address:

Insurance #:
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Sources and methodology
every number traces to a dated source

W R I T T E N  B Y

Wouter van Kemenade

Founder of Pack Lightly. Twenty-plus countries on the ground, with a performance-marketing

background and a data-led approach to travel writing. Every number in this guide is verified

against a source listed below; where a figure is an estimate it says so on the page, and prices

that move more than 15 percent are flagged in the next edition.

S O U R C E S  U S E D  I N  T H I S  E D I T I O N

1. Hotel and hostel pricing: Booking and Hostelworld snapshot 2026-05-14, central-area sample.

2. Country scores: pack-lightly country-comparison dataset, re-scored 2026-02.

3. Visa policy: Singapore ICA visa-requirement list, retrieved 2026-05-15.

4. Law and penalties: Singapore Statutes Online and the ICA, retrieved 2026-05.

5. Travel advisories: FCDO and US State Department, last update 2026-04-30.

6. Climate: Open-Meteo and Meteorological Service Singapore averages, captured 2026-05-17.

7. Pack Lightly Singapore cluster pages, retrieved 2026-06-15: visa · safety · best travel time · currency

Methodology. Pack Lightly's country scores aggregate eleven dimensions into the 0-100 scorecard on page 5, re-scored

every six months; the last full re-score ran February 2026. Budget figures come from the country-comparison cost model,

and the crowd and price calendar is a pack-lightly estimate, marked as such and stamped with its capture date.

What changed in edition 2026.06: first Singapore release on the v2 design standard. Next planned update: December

2026. Not covered in depth here: the deeper food scene, the museum circuit, and the day trips into Malaysia and

Indonesia, which get their own pages online.

Photo credits. Every photograph is sourced from Wikimedia Commons under a Creative Commons or public-domain

license. The full per-image list, with each photographer and license, is on the next page. Tour data and prices come from

the Viator Partner API, captured June 2026.

portrait: Pack Lightly page 41 of 43 pack-lightly.com

0
8

https://pack-lightly.com/singapore/visa/
https://pack-lightly.com/singapore/safety/
https://pack-lightly.com/singapore/best-travel-time/
https://pack-lightly.com/singapore/currency/
https://pack-lightly.com


SINGAPORE TOOLS AND REFERENCE

Image credits
every photo, its author and license

All location, food and wildlife photographs come from Wikimedia Commons. Each is reused under the Creative

Commons or public-domain license noted below, with attribution to the photographer. Under CC BY-SA, this list

and any reuse carry the same share-alike terms. Click any title to open the original file on Commons.

1. A bowl of laksa. Wikimedia Commons contributor, CC BY-SA 4.0.

2. Clarke Quay riverside. Wikimedia Commons contributor, CC BY-SA

3.0.

3. Colourful Peranakan shophouses in Katong /. Wikimedia

Commons contributor, Copyrighted free use.

4. Gardens by the Bay Supertrees lit. Wikimedia Commons
contributor, CC BY-SA 4.0.

5. Hainanese chicken rice dish. Wikimedia Commons contributor, CC
BY 2.5.

6. Haji Lane, Kampong Glam. Wikimedia Commons contributor, CC
BY-SA 4.0.

7. Little India colourful shophouses or the. Wikimedia Commons

contributor, CC BY-SA 2.0.

8. Marina Bay Sands hotel and the. Wikimedia Commons

contributor, CC BY 4.0.

9. Marina Bay Singapore skyline panorama. Wikimedia Commons

contributor, CC BY-SA 4.0.

10. Raffles Hotel colonial facade, Singapore. Wikimedia Commons
contributor, CC BY-SA 4.0.

11. Satay skewers. Wikimedia Commons contributor, CC BY-SA 4.0.

12. Sentosa Island beach or Siloso beach. Wikimedia Commons

contributor, CC BY-SA 4.0.

13. Singapore Botanic Gardens. Wikimedia Commons contributor,

Public domain.

14. Singapore chilli crab dish. Wikimedia Commons contributor, CC
BY-SA 2.0.

15. Singapore Chinatown shophouses / Sri Mariamman. Wikimedia
Commons contributor, CC BY-SA 4.0.

16. Singapore hawker centre interior, food stalls. Wikimedia
Commons contributor, CC BY-SA 4.0.

17. Sultan Mosque, Kampong Glam. Wikimedia Commons contributor,

CC BY 4.0.

18. Supertree Grove. Wikimedia Commons contributor, CC BY 2.0.

19. The Merlion statue. Wikimedia Commons contributor, CC BY-SA

4.0.

20. The Singapore River / Boat Quay. Wikimedia Commons

contributor, CC BY-SA 4.0.

Tour data and prices: Viator Partner API, captured June 2026. Author portrait and brand marks: Pack Lightly.
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A note on the links in this guide
disclosure · why this guide is free

This guide is free because some of the booking links inside it are affiliate links. When a

reader books a stay, a transport leg, or an eSIM through one of those links, the merchant pays

Pack Lightly. The reader pays the same price either way.

The pick comes before the partner. A quarter to base in or a way to travel is chosen for the trip

it makes, and where a partner link exists for it that link is used; where none does, the plain

link still points there. The hawker centres, which earn no commission at all, get the most

space, because they are the best of the island. The commission funds the guide, it does not

choose for it.

Questions, corrections, or a place you tested that belongs in the next edition: write to

hello@pack-lightly.com.

Partners linked in this edition: Aviasales · Booking.com · Saily · Hostelworld · Stay22 ·
Viator · via Travelpayouts

Links can outlive a print run. If one stops working, the live

version of every page in this guide sits under pack-

lightly.com/singapore.

This file is versioned; the edition is on the cover. The next

planned update lands December 2026 and replaces this

file at the same download.
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